Staphylococcus aureus reduction
What is Staphylococcus aureus?
Staphylococcus aureus (Staph A) is a common bacteria that lives in the nose, throat and on
the skin of approximately 25% of the population. Usually people carry these bacteria without
it causing any harm – this is called carriage.

Why is it important to test for Staph A?
People who are carrying Staph A are more likely to develop an infection when they have a
weakened immune system, as occurs with leukaemia and its treatment. The risk of this
happening can be decreased if we reduce the amount of Staph A in the nose and on the skin.
Swabs were taken before or soon after commencing treatment for leukaemia. These swabs
have shown that your child is carrying Staph A. and we will commence a treatment to reduce
the carriage of this bacteria on your child.

What treatment is given to people who are carrying Staph A?
Two products are used the body to help reduce Staph A. over a 5 day period
•
•

an antibiotic nasal cream
an antiseptic body wash

Antiseptic body wash – use this once a day for 5 days.

Nose cream – do this twice a day for 5 days.

Please note: It is important to adhere to the time frame specified unless directed otherwise.
Prolonged treatment may be associated with dry skin. If this occurs please notify your
treating team.
Should you have any questions about these instructions, please contact
• Clinic H: 6456 0170
• Ward 1A: 6456 3517
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